
Community building
IMPSOL: new housing paradigms
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85 mixed dwellings. Cornellà de Llobregat | Peris + Toral Arquitectes
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2. HOUSING DESIGN AND CHARACTERISTICS
136 mixed dwellings. Gavà | Harquitectes

Integrated 
kitchen

Non-hierarchical 
spaces

Chained 
rooms

Intermediate spaces 
for thermal comfort

Intermediate spaces 
for social interaction



2. HOUSING DESIGN AND CHARACTERISTICS
136 mixed dwellings. Gavà | Harquitectes

Accessibility Ventilation
Lighting

Shared 
spaces

Minimum height
Minimum façade

Intermediate 
spaces

Space 
dimensions

Toilet
Laundry

Minimum 
regulation  



2009
Edifici B1

Gavà
Planta tipo

2019
Edifici B2

Gavà
Planta tipo

2. HOUSING DESIGN AND CHARACTERISTICS
136 mixed dwellings. Gavà | Harquitectes



3. DEVELOPMENT DIAGRAM
30 rental dwellings. Sant Just Desvern| Data AE + Xavier Vendrell Studio
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3. DEVELOPMENT DIAGRAM
30 rental dwellings. Sant Just Desvern| Data AE + Xavier Vendrell Studio
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4. FINANCING
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40 rental dwellings. Sant Feliu de Llobregat | MAIO
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4. FINANCING
40 rental dwellings. Sant Feliu de Llobregat | MAIO
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4. FINANCING
40 rental dwellings. Sant Feliu de Llobregat | MAIO
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5. HOUSING METROPOLITAN POLICIES
34 targeted social housing dwellings. Sant Feliu de Llobregat | MIM-A arquitectes



5. HOUSING METROPOLITAN POLICIES
34 targeted social housing dwellings. Sant Feliu de Llobregat | MIM-A arquitectes
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Toronto’s Response to Housing and 
Homelessness Challenges

IURC Urban Planning Network
June 20, 2024
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From the ‘Perspective on the Rental Housing Roundtable’ Report

Matti Siemiatycki and Karen Chapple

Two Housing Crises



Housing Need in Toronto

The city is facing ongoing housing 
and homelessness crises:

§ Almost 11,000 individuals were 
experiencing active
homelessness (end of April 2024).

§ Almost 87,000 households are 
on the waitlist for subsidized 
housing.

§ Nearly 80% of full-time minimum 
wage households cannot afford to 
live in the city.
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Housing System Pressures

§ Toronto’s population is estimated 
to grow by 1 million people by 
2046 to over 4 million residents.

§ Rents have increased at a faster 
pace than incomes and social 
assistance.

§ Aging and limited rental housing 
stock.

Average 
Rent

(two-bedroom 
condo 

apartment)

$2,967
(~1,699 GBP)
(~1,995 EUR)
(~2,175 USD)

Vacancy 
Rate

1.4%

Source: CMHC’s 2023 Annual Rental Market Report
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Supportive Housing

• Supportive housing is deeply affordable housing (most commonly with rents geared to income) 
with individualized housing stability, well-being and social supports, that help people to live 
independently.
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Supportive Housing Delivery Response

• Managed by non-profit housing operators that bring professional 
building management experience and expertise providing customized 
supports.
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Increasing Supply of Supportive Homes
City land, financial 

incentives, and 
capital funding

Federal capital 
funding

Provincial 
operating funding



Innovative Construction Technologies
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Modular construction- Finished modules are 
manufactured, delivered on-site and stacked over a 
foundation by crane.
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Modular Supportive Housing Projects

540 Cedarvale (East York) 11 Macey Ave (Scarborough)



Innovative Construction Technologies
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Mass timber construction -Wood building elements are 
manufactured and assembled on-site, over concrete 
foundation.

Mass timber proposal by Govan Brown
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